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André Rieu in Wonderland 

Version 1.4, Jun 2011 

A walk through the amusement park "Efteling"  
where this DVD was recorded. 
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Introduction  
In the summer of 2007, Andr® Rieu and the JSO recorded the DVD ñWonderlandò in the 
fairytale park ñEftelingò in The Netherlands. 
From several people we received requests for more information on this park. 
 
In this document we provide some useful information (how to get there, opening times, etc.) and 
a "Wonderland walk" through the park, passing by many places you will see in the ñWonderlandò 
DVD. 
 

History oÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ%ÆÔÅÌÉÎÇȱ 
Ask any Dutch person above the age of 40 about the ñEftelingò. 
Ten to one they all give you the same answers: ñthe flying carpetò, ñdancing red shoesò, 
ñmusical mushroomsò, the ñtrainsò and ñLong Neckò, to name a few. 
Below a picture of my brother and I in one of the little trains. I was about eight years old at that 
time (±1963).  

 
The other picture was taken recently (April 2008). I donôt know why, but it looks like those trains 
have shrunk quite a lot, but you still have to peddle like a madman to get around the track in a 
record time. And still no brakes, but good bumpers. 
But most important: all those popular attractions from the early days of the park are still there 
and in high demand! 
 
The history of the Efteling goes back to 1933, when a few people had an idea to start a sports 
park with a soccer field and a small playground. In time a larger playground was added. 
In 1950 the park was expanded and in 1952 the fairytale forest opened to the public. A famous 
Dutch artist called Anton Pieck was the creative genius behind the design of the park and its 
attractions. His legacy can still be found all over the park. (More about him, see page 33). 
Until that time, the main attractions in the Netherlands consisted of playgrounds and zoos. 
The fairytale forest was an immediate success and a revelation in the attraction industry of 
those days. 
Some people think the park was based on the ideas of the Disney parks, but Waltôs park 
opened in 1955 in Anaheim. The ideas of the Efteling originated well before this time! 
In the following years more and more attractions were added, but really received a boost when 
Disneyland Paris was opened in 1992.  
Competition? Yes, not only from ñDisneyland Parisò (I still prefer the original name of  
ñEuro Disneyò), but from various rollercoaster parks, Warner Brothers Movie World, etc. 
But the Efteling survived and has never been more popular than today. 
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The park has become so big that, especially during the busy summer period, it may not be 
possible to visit the park and see everything in one day. 
 

Hotels in and around the park.  
 
Efteling hotel, 
Adjacent to the park and has its own guest entrance, with no queues to enter. 
The hotel has 103 standard rooms (for 2 or 4 persons) and 20 theme suites, which are 
decorated after a park attraction. Imagine sleeping in Sleeping Beauty's bed and your prince 
steps out of the bathroomé. 
At the end of 2009 the Efteling added a large bungalow park called "Bosrijk" with beautifully 
themed holiday cottages. 
 
Hotel Efteling and Bosrijk cottages 
Horst 31 
5171 RA Kaatsheuvel 
T  +31 (0)416 288111 
F +31 (0)416 - 287 199 
informatie@efteling.com 
www.efteling.com 
 
Other hotels close to the park: 

 
More information can be found on the website of the Efteling: www.efteling.nl 
At the bottom of the screen you can select the desired language. 
 
See also page 4 on how to get to the park and park access details. 

NH Waalwijk **** 
Bevrijdingsweg 1 
5161 BZ Waalwijk (Sprang Capelle) 
T +31 (0)416 - 674684 
nhwaalwijk@nh-hotels.com 
www.nh-hotels.com 
 

Hotel De Kroon 
Gasthuisstraat 140 
5171 GJ Kaatsheuvel 
T +31 (0)416 - 273567 
hotelkaatsheuvel@planet.nl 
www.hotelkaatsheuvel.nl 
5 minutes walk to the park. 
 

Together with Pardoes, 
the mascot of the 
Efteling, we hope that 
you will enjoy the 
Wonderland walk. 

Hotel Den Drent *** 
van Heeswijkstraat 1 
5171 KJ Kaatsheuvel 
T +31 (0)416 - 272480 
F +31 (0)416 - 540469 
info@hoteldendrent.nl 
www.hoteldendrent.nl 
 

http://www.efteling.com/
http://www.efteling.nl/
http://www.nh-hotels.com/
http://www.hotelkaatsheuvel.nl/
http://www.hoteldendrent.nl/
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 How to get there / park access (2011  season). 
The Efteling is located in Kaatsheuvel, a small town between Waalwijk and Tilburg in the heart 
of the province Noord-Brabant. 
 

By car 
The Efteling has a large car parking area, 
adjacent to the park. Parking fee: ú 8.00 per day. 
 
From Amsterdam/Utrecht:  

(A2), follow: 's-Hertogenbosch, exit 
 Gorinchem-Breda (A27),  

exit Waalwijk (A59), at Waalwijk follow 
 signs to "Efteling" (N261).  

Distance from Amsterdam: 105KM  
From Maastricht:  
 (A2) towards Eindhoven, then follow 
 Tilburg (A58), exit Tilburg-Noord / 
 Waalwijk, and follow signs to "Efteling".  

Distance from Maastricht: 135KM (85mls), 
 1 hour 30 minutes. 
 

 
 
 

By train (Netherlands):  
From Amsterdam:  

Take a train to ´s-Hertogenbosch. Amsterdam Central Station trains leave at .08 and .38 
minutes past the hour from platform 5. In 's Hertogenbosch find bus platform and take bus 
#137 or #168. Total travel time from Amsterdam: about 2 hours 

From: Maastricht: Trains (intercity with final destination of Alkmaar) leave at .26 and .53 
minutes past the hour, from platform 3.There are two possibilities with a difference of 21 
minutes travel time!  
Possibility 1: Buy a (return/roundtrip) ticket to Tilburg. You exit the train in Eindhoven (track 
5) and change train (track 6) to Tilburg (final destination of the train is Den Haag central 
station). Exit in Tilburg and find on the bus platform: bus # 137or #169. Total travel time: 2 
hours 3 minutes. 
Possibility 2: Buy a return(roundtrip) ticket to 's Hertogenbosch. Take the same train to 
Alkmaar from platform 3, and exit in 's Hertogenbosch. Find the bus platform and take bus 
#137, #168. Total travel time: 2 hours 24 minutes. 
Please realize that the Efteling is very big and you may not be able to see it all in one day. 

 
Note on bus tickets. 
The system of buying bus tickets changed in 2011. Dutch people have an 
"OV-Chip card", an electronic card. Please inform at the railway station 
(information kiosk) or with the bus driver, where you can buy a bus ticket. 
When you need to buy an OV chip card, be sure to buy a card with at 
least ú 20 value. When you enter the bus hold the card against the 
validation unit (sign-in) and when you leave the bus hold the card against 
the validation unit at the exit.  
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Park access 
The Efteling is open daily from 10AM to 6PM. 
During the period of July 11th until August 28th from 10AM to 8PM. 
On July 16,23,30 and August 6,13,20,27 the park is open from 10AM to 12midnight. 
Please note that the busiest period is in July and August. Expect additional waiting time at some 
attractions during this period. 
 

Entrance fee 
Park entrance fee is ú 32 per person. 
The entrance fee includes access to the park and all attractions, but excludes food, drinks and 
gifts. 
 
Suggestion: 
To avoid the sometimes long lines at the ticket booth, you can buy your ticket online. 
Go to http://www.efteling.com/EN/EN-Home/thepark/thepark-Entreebewijzen.html and order 
your tickets for the reduced price of ú 26 each. 
(note: when ordering tickets online be sure you can print the ticket!) 
 
When you arrive by car and booked your entrance tickets online, get the parking ticket from the 
vending machines at the ticket booths when you depart the park. Don't wait in line at the ticket 
booths when you arrive! You can bypass the queues and enter the park directly through the 
gates on either side of the ticket booths. 
 

Acknowledgements:  
Many thanks to John for the final correction of this document. 
Thanks to my good friend Erik and his girlfriend Ivy who spent a day in the park to verify the walk. 
 
Photo's/maps: 

¶ Efteling hotel (page 3) Pardoes (page 5) and Pagoda (page 24) taken from www.efteling.nl 

¶ Efteling maps throughout the document (partial): copies of the map available at the park entrance. 

¶  
 
 
 

¶ Cover of Wonderland DVD and snapshots of various numbers taken from the Wonderland DVD of 
André Rieu. 

¶ Picture of Anton Pieck (page 33) taken from http://www.antonpieckclub.demon.nl  

¶ Sonja Harper for her story about "Holle Bolle Gijs", see page 27 
 

¶ All other pictures taken by Ruud and Ineke.  

Text in the old scrolls: Description of attractions, taken from the English version of the 
Efteling website http://www.efteling.com/EN/EN-Home.html 

http://www.efteling.com/EN/EN-Home/thepark/thepark-Entreebewijzen.html
http://www.efteling.nl/
http://www.antonpieckclub.demon.nl/
http://www.efteling.com/EN/EN-Home.html
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The Wonderland  walk  

We have compiled a walk through the park, leading past as many places as possible. Without 
all those colorful floodlights and night scenery and with heaps of other visitors, these places 
look quite different during the day! 
 
Our Wonderland walk is just a suggestion. There is much more to see and do in the park.  
Visit any attraction you like, not just the ones we suggest or describe. 
 
The map below gives an overview of the Wonderland walk. 
 
At different points in this document we have more detailed maps. 
On those maps, places of interest are marked in blue circles. 
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Efteling grand entrance  
 

 
The Efteling has a unique entrance building, which is a landmark for the entire park. 
Many shots of the JSO in front of the Efteling Theatre were taken from a highly placed camera 
just outside the park, peeking over this building. The building itself houses the ticket booths. 

We start our walk 
at the bottom 
center of this map, 
just in front of the 
main entrance. 
 
Pass the ticket 
booths and 
immediately 
-before the 
souvenir shop- 
turn right, and walk 
straight to the 
"Efteling Theatre". 
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4ÈÅ Ȱ%ÆÔÅÌÉÎÇ 4ÈÅÁÔÒÅȱ 

 
The stage on which the JSO performed was right in front of this theatre. 
In part 1 of the fairytale road soap, you'll notice the disbelieve on the face of Olaf Vugts, the 
director of the Efteling, when André asks if the huge round planter with tulips can be removed. 
Next you see heavy equipment clearing this structure. The "hole" was temporarily covered with 
some pavement, but to our surprise, in April 2008 we noticed that the pavement was replaced 
with a large Efteling logo. 

 
Have a good look at the whole theatre complex and specifically the houses to the right, which 
contain the restaurant of the theatre. In front a nice statue of a Jolly Joker. 
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Walk past the left side of the theatre and follow the lake shore. Pass at the side of the attraction  
"Fata Morgana" and then turn right onto the square in front of this building. 
 

Salomé and the Sabre Dance 
Not only the songs "Salomé" and the "Sabre Dance" were shot at this square, but also part of 
"Thus spoke Zarathustra", the opening number on the DVD. 
The crew responsible for the props and decorations did a fantastic job, turning the square into a 
real Persian Market. Sorry, elephants and belly dancers are no longer presenté. 
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In "Thus spoke Zarathustra", you see a line of trumpets three times, and then a set of doors 
being opened. All three scenes are shot at different locations in the park. The second scene 
was shot at this square, where they used the doors of the tower on this square. This can be 
seen on the picture above, taken from the fairytale road soap, part 6.

Scenes from 
"Salomé" (top) 
and the "Sabre 
Dance" (right). 
 
If you have time 
and do not mind 
the possible 
queue, then this 
attraction is worth 
a visit. 
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Swan Lake 
Leave the square (keeping to your right) and cross the railroad 
tracks (see the map on page 7). 
If you are lucky you may see one of the steam trains which 
drive around the park. The oldest locomotive (called "Moortje") 
was built in 1908! You may also see "Aagje" (1911), "Neefje" 
(1914) and "Trijntje" (1992).  There are two railway stations in 
the park, where you can hop on or off the train.  
Turn left and keep the railroad tracks and lake shore to your 
left. 
 
 
 
 
 
Two dancers of the Vienna Opera Ballet (Jürgen Wagner and Simona Noja) performed the 
famous moderato of the "Swan Lake" ballet on a scaffold, built into the lake.  
This scaffold was built at the end of the lake shore (indicated on the map, page 7). 

 
 
At the end of the lake shore, walk straight on into the fairytale forest ('Sprookjesbos"). 
Do not turn left to cross the railroad tracks again, for this will lead you to the exit and there is 
much more to see. 
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The fairytale f orest . 
This is one of the oldest sections of the park. Throughout a small patch of forest, several well 
known fairytales have been brought to reality here. 

 
Information about all the fairytales in this forest can be found at:  
http://www.efteling.com/EN/EN-Home/thepark/thepark-Attracties/Attracties-Sprookjesbos.html 
 
 
Before we go to the houses of Mistress Holle and the candy house of the witch (Hansel and 
Gretel), first take a few steps to your left.  

http://www.efteling.com/EN/EN-Home/thepark/thepark-Attracties/Attracties-Sprookjesbos.html
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Here you find a smaller attraction of the dancing red shoes. (map: Dansende schoentjes). 
As children we were amazed, as to how those shoes could dance atop a table. 

 
 
 
 
There is a one-way route through the forest. The map on page 12 is not accurate. Follow the 
suggested route and pass "Troll King", "Rapunzel", "Irritable Dragon" and "Wolf and the seven 
Goats" to reach Hansel and Gretel. 

Hansel and Gretel  (1)  
Carmen Monarcha and Carla Maffioletti sing two beautiful duets: "Little brother dance with me" 
and "In the evening when I lay me down to sleep". 
In the first part of "Little brother dance with me", Hansel and Gretel (Carmen and Carla) dance 
in front of two different houses. First in front of the house of "Mistress Holle" and secondly in 
front of the "real" Hansel and Gretel house. 
The second half of this song is shot in the area of the "Laaf people". We will visit this "Laaf 
Country" further down the walk, see page: 19 
First we see the "Hansel and Gretel" house (pictures on the next page). 
You may see youngsters frantically turning the knob of the entrance gate. This activates the 
witch inside the house to tell her story. 
 
Continue the walk until you reach the well of "Mistress Holle" (map: Vrouw Holle). 
Behind this well you will see her house. 
If you call her loudly, she may appear in the top window, waving her quilt so hard, that dust flies 
around. 
 
Note: This story is all about a little girl who falls into the well in front of Mistress Holle's house. 
Not only have a look at this house, but have a peek in the well also. 

 
 

Her cheeks flushed from dancing, 
Karen decides to sit down for a 
moment. Laughing, she pulls a 
chair towards her. But what now? 
The red shoes don't want to sit 
down at all! They want to dance, 
and they do. They dance, and 
dance, and dance. First a waltz, 
and then a foxtrot. They dance on. 
Look! There goes poor Karen. She 
dances through the city streets. 
Past the churchyard and the flower 
shop. Over the market square, 
straight across ditches and 
meadows. Until she is completely 
exhausted. The red shoes dance 
on. They have Karen in their 
poweré 



 
The Wonderland walk. Page 14 of 34 
 

House of "Hansel and Gretel" 

 
Hanneke suddenly loses her 
balance and she falls forwards into 
the well. She falls and falls and 
fallséuntil she lands on something 
soft. She decides to wander round 
a little. She walks past a shop with 
a sign saying "Bakery". Then she 
suddenly hears a chorus of tiny 
voices. "If you have nothing to do, 
take us out, for we are burning!" 
The voices belong to at least a 
hundred loaves of bread lying in 
an oven, their crusts dark brown. 
Hanneke takes them out carefully 
one by one. "Merci! Merci!" the 
loaves say, because some of them 
are croissants. Then she reaches 
Mistresss Holle's houseé. 

 
Exhausted and hungry, they walk 
on through the forest. Until 
suddenly Hansel cries, "Gretel, I 
see a house." Gretel runs happily 
to her brother's side. It is a house. 
And what a house! The roof is 
made of marzipan sprinkled with 
liquorice and toffees. The walls are 
of gingerbread. The gate is made 
of shortbread and the sugar 
windows glitter in the sun. Hansel 
starts by breaking off a corner of 
the gate. Then he eats his way 
towards the house by eating the 
chocolate doorstep. Gretel is just 
putting a piece of the roof into her 
mouth when they hearé "Who is 
that nibbling at my house?" 

Pass the house of Mistress Holle on the left side and walk to the square with the 
donkey. Feed the donkey ú 0.50 on his "rear" side, and see what happensé. 
Explore the various little attractions on this square then leave the square at the opposite 
side through the arch. Then immediately turn left towards the "Indische Waterlelies" 
(Indonesian Water lilies). 

House of "Mistress Holle" 
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In 1966, this attraction was a gift from the Belgian queen Fabiola to the park. A nice five minutes 
show. Before her marriage to King Boudewijn of Belgium, she had written a book with twelve 
fairytales, of which the "Indian Waterlilies" was one of them. 
When leaving this attraction, pass "Tom Thumb and the Giant´s boots". The path will now make 
a sharp U turn to the left. Pass "Rumpelstiltskin" and head towards the castle like building of 
"The Little Match Girl" (map: Meisje met de zwavelstokjes). 

Solveig's song 
This beautiful piece from the "Peer Gynt Suite" was sung by Mirusia. After many lessons she 
got to operate the spinning wheel (see the road soap), she hardly touched ité 
 
This building is also used in the number: "The old castle" (see page 26). 
After Jürgen wakened Snow White with a kiss, they leave on a white horse. 
That scene was shot in front of this building. 
 

 
Keep to the left and walk straight on to the Fakir. Watch him fly on his carpet and see the magic 
touch he has on the (purple André Rieu??) tulips below. After the Fakir, keep to the left and 
head towards the Pagoda (map: Chinese Nachtegaal) 

In a wintry street, a small girl is huddled 
in the snow. A life of poverty and despair, 
no loving arms, no tender care é To 
warm herself up, the girl lights one of her 
matches é In the light of the match, she 
sees a visioné 
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The only thing I care about (Blauen Pagode) and Somewhere over the Rainbow  

 
When you pass the Fakir, you see a pagoda like building in front, used as the décor for the 
"Blauen Pagode". To the left, the small garden house and bridge used by Suzan Erens in the 
song: "Over the rainbow" (map: Chinese Nachtegaal). 
You even can stand on this little bridge and pretend you are Suzané 
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A little grey nightingale sings for 
the Emperor every day. Then the 
Emperor is sent a small artificial 
nightingale, which always sings 
the same beautiful song. The 
Emperor thinks it is wonderful, 
and listens each day to the 
artificial nightingale. The little 
grey nightingale feels it is no 
longer needed, and decides to 
return to the palace gardens. But 
one day, the artificial nightingale 
breaks down. The Emperor has 
no more music, and starts 
missing the little Chinese 
nightingale. He becomes very ill 
and almost dies. But then the 
sparkling song of the little 
Chinese nightingale is heard from 
the window. It has returned and 
drives away death. 
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Waltz Medley  (Clog Dance) 
After visiting the Chinese (or is it Japaneseé) Pagoda, turn right. 
In front of you, you will see the building of the "Steam Carrousel". 

In this building the Clog Dance was shot (map: ¤ or "Carrousel paleis") 

The steam carrousel was placed in the Efteling in 1953, but it is over a century old! 

 
Exit the steam carrousel palace. Walk past the fountain on the square and cross the railroad 
tracks. Turn left and follow the tracks until you see an arch where you can enter the "Sint 
Nicolaasplaets". Look at the statue you find here. Saint Nicholas! Imagine how in the 1930's 
Coca Cola turned this guy into Santa Clausé.  More on this story can be found at: 
http://www.snopes.com/cokelore/santa.asp 

http://www.snopes.com/cokelore/santa.asp
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Tara's Theme  
Pass the statue and walk straight ahead to the building called Dream flight / "Droomvlucht"  

(Map: §). During the opening number of the DVD and throughout Tara's Theme, you see shots 

of floating castles and elf like creatures. They can all be found inside this attraction. 
We recommend visiting this attraction. 

 
When you exit the attraction keep to the left of the square, passing the attraction "Villa Volta" 

(map: )̈. This attraction was not used for the DVD. If you don't mind that your sensory 
perception is fooled, have a look inside. But don't come back with stories like "the whole building 
turned upside downé" 

Hansel and Gretel (2)  
Earlier on page 13 we visited the houses of Hansel and Gretel and Mistress Holle. 
These houses were used in the first part of the song "Little brother dance with me". 
 
In the second half of this song Carmen, Carla and the children of the German musical group 
"Volksmusik Spatsen", continue their journey in the "Country of Laaf". 
 
When exiting or passing Villa Volta, walk towards the children's playground. Keep the 

playground to your left. And follow the wall. Now enter "Laaf Country" (map: ©) through an arch 
on your left. 
 

Carmen, Carla and the children at the entrance of Laaf Country. 
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When you roam around in this area, take a look at all the names, including those on the cars of 
the 450 meter long monorail. Everything starts with an "L". 

 
Take your time to explore this nice country. When done, leave this area again and turn left into 
the Anton Pieck square. 

Their names are Leut, Loer or 
Link. Or Lijs and Liflaf. Lui, Lok. 
And don't forget Lot, the 
ancestral mother. The Laafs took 
millions of years to reach 
Efteling. And now they are here 
for good! They are jolly, joking 
types, the people of Laaf. If 
you've ever tried a glass of Laaf 
Lurk beer, then you'll know why. 
Not that they are lazy folk, the 
Laafs. Apart from Leut, that is, 
who makes an art of it. No, the 
Laafs are hard workers. They 
work and play, go to school, and 
nibble Larie cakes and Liflafs. 
Come and see them in Efteling. 

The Laaf school building 
"Het Leerhuys" 
(house of study) 




























